
Ａ ｄ ＶｉＣ ｅ t Ｏ ＶｌＳｌt Ｏ ｒＳ

Ｖｉsitｏrs ａrｅ ａＨｏｗed t ｏ ｖie ｗ the Sigi ｒiy ａ ａrｃｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌ sitｅ ｏｎｌyfb

ｒｍ ７ ａ.ｍ.t07p. ｍ.

Ａ ｎｅr 7 p. ｍ･ ， ｖisit ｏrs ａre prohibited fiom r ｅｍ ａｉｎｉｎｇ ｗithin t ｈｅ

ａrｃｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌrｅs ｅｒｖｅ ａrea.

Pleas ｅ ｄｏ ｎｏt bring / ｕse polyt ｈｅｎｅ / plasljc t ｏ ｏr in Sigiriy ａ，

ｗhich is bot ｈ ａｎ ａrｃｈａｅｏｌｏｇｉｃａｌ rｅs ｅｒｖｅ ａｎｄ ａｎ ｅｎｖir ｏｎｍ ｅｎt ａ】s

ａｎｃtｕａry. Ｐｌｅａse p ｕt all ｗ ａste it ｅｍs / garbage int ｏ the binspr

ｏｖided.

Ｔ ｈｅ Ａr ｃｈａｅｏＩｏｇｉｃａ１ ０r ｄｉｎａｎｃｅ ｆｏrbids the act ｉｏｎs listed be10 ｗ.

Ａr ｃｈａｅｏｌｏｇｉｃａｌ Ｏr ｄｉｎａｎｃｅ ｆｂrbids ｌｈｅ ａｃtｉｏｎs listed belo ｗ.

Ａ ｃｃｏrding t ｏ tｈｅ ｏrｄｉｎａｎｃｅ, thes ｅ ａre p ｕnishable oflilces ｗhichcalTy 

ｐｅｎａｌties.

Ｈ ａrming ， rｅｍ ｏｖa1 ， car ｒying a ｗ ａy ， despoiling and ｗrit ｉｎｇ ｏｎ

ｍ ｏｎｕｍ ｅｎts ｏr ａrｃｈａｅｏＩｏｇｉｃａｌ ｏｂｊｅｃts

Ｈ ａrｍ ｉｎｇ ｏr r ｅｍ ｏｖal of plants fiom t ｈｅ ａrｃｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌ rｅsｅｒｖｅ

Ｄ ｏ ｎｏt ｗalk on brick ｗalls, ｍ ｏｎｕｍ ｅｎts ｅtｃ, sit ｏｎ tｈｅｍ ｏr placebags 

ｏｎ t ｈｅｍ. Ｐｌｅａs ｅ ｎｏte that brick ｗalIs r ｏｕnd the ｖａrio ｕsgar

ｄｅｎs ａrｅ ａｌsｏ ｍ ｏｎｕ ｍ ｅｎts.

Ｄ ｏｎｏt ｗalkacr ｏssthela ｗ ｎsint ｈｅ Ｇ ａrｄｅｎs ａrea.

Ｔｈｅ taking of photographs / ｖideos fbr ｃｏｍ ｍ ｅrcial p ｕrpos ｅssho

ｕld not be attempted ｗitho ｕt prior pe ｒmiss ｉｏｎ ｆｉｏｍ t ｈｅ

Ｃ ｅｎtr ａｌ Ｃ ｕltｕral F ｕnd.

Visit ｏrs ａrｅ ａｄｖised t ｏ ｂｅｈａｖe in a dis ｃｉｐｌｉｎｅｄ ｍ ａｎｎｅr ｗithin thesile.Playing m

ｕsical inst ｒｕｍ ｅｎts ， ｕs ｅ ｏｆ １０ｕd s ｐｅａｋｅrs ， radios

ａｎｄ ｃｏｎs ｕnlpt ｉｏｎ ｏｎ ｉqｕｏr sho ｕld be completely ａｖoidcd. Ｔｈｅ

Ｌｉｏｎ's Ｐ ａｗ Ｔｅｒrａｃｅ ｃｏｎt ａｉｎs ｎｅsts ｏｆ ｈｏｍ ｅts. Ｔｈｌｏｗing ot! ｊｅｃts

ａＨ ｈｅsｅ ｎｅsts ， ｍ ａｋｉｎｇ ａ ｌｏｕd nois ｅ ｅtｃ. sho ｕld be completely

ａｖoided. Ｐｌｅａs ｅ ｎｏtｅ thal t ｈｅ ａｃｌｉｏｎs ｍ ｅｎtｉｏｎｅｄ ａｂｏｖe, r ｏｕs ｅthehomets,pr

ｏｖoking att ａｃｋ.

Pa ｒtaking of food sho ｕｌｄ ｂｅ ｄｏｎｅ ｉｎ ｐｌａｃｅs s ｕitable f1 〕r thep

ｕｒpos ｅ ，
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SI ＧIＲIＹＡ

訥lat ｅrr ｅＳＯｕｒｃｅ ｍ ａｎ ａｇｅ ｍ ｅｎt ａ ｎｄ t ｅｃｈ ｎＯＩｏ９ｙ

Within t ｈｅ ｅｎtirｅ sitｅ, ｗａtｅrtｅｃｈｎ０１０ｇy ａｎｄ ｗｏrkofacr ｅａtiｖｅｎａtｕrｅr

ｅｌａted tｏ this techn010gy, sho ｗ pr ｅ-ｅｍｉｎｅｃｅ. Ｔｈｅ ｐｏｎｄs of ｖａrioｕspr

ｏｐｏｒtｉｏｎs that gr ａｃｅ tｈｅ Ｗ ａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎs sho ｗ the cIos ｅ ａ
ｍ ｎｉtybet

ｗｅｅｎthedesigner ａｎｄｎａtｕrａｌｎ
２ａtｕrｅsａｖailableatthesit ｅａｎ

ｄａｌsohisskill.

Ｔｈｅ ｆｏｕｎtａｉｎs sho ｗ ho ｗ ｅｌｅｍ ｅｎtａｒy scientilic principles ｗｅrｅ ｕsed f1 〕r

ｃrｃａtiｖｅ ｗｏrk. Ｔｈｅsｅ ｆｏｕｎtａｉｎs ｕsｅ ｂｏth lhe lbrceof gr ａｖity andpr

ｅssｕrｅ.

The ponds in t ｈｅ Ｗ ａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎs ｗｅrｅ ｉｎtｅr-ｃｏｎｎｅｃｌｅｄ ｂy ａ systｅｍ ｏｆ

ｕｎｄｅrgr ｏｕnd s Ｉｏｎｅ ｃｏｎｄｕits. ln cert ａｉｎ ｉｎstａｎｃｅs， ｅａrtｈｅｎｗａrｃ

ａqｕed ｕｃts ｗｅrｅ ａ】sｏ ｕsed. Ｔｈｅ ｒｕｎ-ofr fiom t ｈｅ Ｗａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎs in itsfinal phas

ｅ ｗｅｎt ｕｎｄｅrgrｏｕnd and dr ａｉｎｅｄ ｉｎtｏ tｈｅ ｏｕtｅr ｍｏａt ｗhichlaybey

ｏｎｄtｈｅｉｎｎｅr ｍｏａｌ.
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8. Ｎｏrtｈｅｍ Ｅｎtrａｎｃｅ

９.VVat ｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎ Ｎ０. 1

10. Ａｍｂａｇａｓpitiyａ ｌｎｓｃription

11. Ａｎｃｉｅｎt Ｐｌａｓtｅr

12. Ｗａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎ Ｎ０. 2(Ｆｏｕｎtａｉｎ Ｇａrｄｅｎ)13.

Ｓｏｕtｈｅｍ Ｓｕｍ ｍｅr Ｐｌａｃｅ

１４. Ｗａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎ Ｎ０.3

S ｕbs ｅq ｕent t ｏ this ａrｃｈａｅｏｌｏｇｉｃａｌ ｉｎtｅrest is ｃｅｎter ｅｄ ｏｎ ｃａｖes ａrｏｕndSigiriy

ａ rock ｗhich ｗere b ｕilt ｕp as ｃａｖｅ shelters fr ｏｍ the 3r ｄ ｃｅｎt ｕｒy

Ｂ. Ｃ. Ｔｈｅs ｅ ｃａｖｅ-shelt ｅrs ｗith drip-ledges ｗ ｅrｅ ｕsed by ｍ ｏｎｋs ａt tｈｅ

ｅａｒly Ｂ ｕddhistperiodandt ｈｅＢr ａｃｈｍ ｉr ｏｃｋｉｎs ｃｒipt ｉｏｎsthr ｏｗlight ｏｎ

Ｂｕddhist religio ｕs ａｃtiｖities of the period. Ｈ ｏｗ ｅｖｅr
，inter ｅst inSigiriy

ａ t ｏｄａy is fbc ｕs ｅｄ ｏｎ t ｈｅ ｃｏｎstr ｕｃtｉｏｎａｌ ａｃtiｖities ｏｆ Ｋｉｎｇ

Ｋ ａsｙapa l ( Ａ. Ｄ. 477 
－ 495). Ｋ ａsy ａｐａ ｗas ａ s ｏｎ ｏｆ Ｋ ｉｎｇ Ｄ ｈａtｕs ｅｎａ(

Ａ. Ｄ.459 －477)by ａｌｅss ｅrq ｕｅｅｎ: ｈｅｎｃｅｈｉs 吻htt ｏtheth ｒｏｎｅ ｗ ａs ｎｏt

ａstr ｏｎｇ ｏｎｅ. Ａss ｕming the kingship by ａ ｐａｌａｃｅ ｃｏｎspir ａｃy, ｗhichledt

ｏ tｈｅ ｅχｅｃｕtion ofhis

fllther, Ｋ ａsy ａｐａ ｃｈｏsｅ to make Sigiriya his s ｅａt of administr ａtｉｏｎ

ａｎｄreigncdfbr18y ｅａrs. Ａ ｃｃｏrdingt ｏt ｈｅ ｅｍｉｎｅｎｌａrｃｈａｅｏＩｏｇｉstPr

ｏｆｌ Ｓｅｎｅrａt Par ａｎａｖitａｎａ, Sigiriy ａ rｅｎｅｃts the s ｅｎs ｕｏｕsｎｅss ｏｆａ

ｐｌｅａs ｕre.Io ｖing king
， ｗ

ｈｏ ｍ ｏｄｅｌｅｄ the city ｏｎ t ｈｅ ｍyt ｈｉｃａｌ

Ａ ｌａｋａｍ ａｎｄａ ｏｆthe god K ｕｖｅrａ. This capital city 
ｗ ａs short-li ｖedand ended ab

ｒｕptly, ｗ ｈｅｎ Ｍ ｕｇａｌａｎ, the righlnjl heir t ｏ the th ｒｏｎｅ

ａｎｄ Ｋ ａsy ａｐａ's half br ｏther ， sｕｃｃｅｅｄｅｄ ｈｉｍ. Ｍ ｕｇａｌａｎ.hox
￥ｃｖｅropt

ｅｄ ｎｏt t ｏ ｒｕle fiom Sigjriy ａ ａｎｄ ｈｅ ｃｏｎｖｅｒted it ａｇａｉｎ ｉｎt ｏ ａ

Ｂ ｕddhist ｍ ｏｎａst ｅr. This s ｅｃｏｎｄ ｐｈａsｅ ｏt tｈｅ Ｂ ｕddhis ｌ ｍ ｏｎ
ａst ｅryappearst

ｏ ｈａｖｅｌａsted ｕpt ｏthe12th13t ｈ ｃｅｎtｕries Ａ. Ｄ. Ａ ｎｅｒthispe

ｒiod ，Sigiriy ａ ｗ ａs ｃｏｍ ｐｌｅtely ａｂａｎｄｏｎｅｄ ａｎｄ ｗ ａs s ｗallo ｗed

ｕp by the s ｕrｒｏｕnding j ｕngle ， f1)rgott ｅｎ ａｎｄ q ｕit ｅ ａｌｏｎｅ ｉｎ ｉｌsglo

ｒy･

ln 1894 H. Ｃ. Ｐ.Ben ， ｗho ｗ ａs the first Ｃ ｏｍ ｍ ｉss ｉｏｎｅr ｏｆ

Ａr ｃｈａｅ０１０ｇy ｊ ｎｉtiat ｅｄ ａrｃｈａｅｏＩｏｇｉｃａｌ rｅsｅａｒｃｈ ａt Sigiriy ａ. ln thedecade fiom 1930-40, this

rｅsｅａrch ｗ ａs ｃａｒried fiJther, ｕｎｄｅrtheg

ｕidance of Prof. Par ａｎａｖit ａｎａ. Ａs Ｐａrt of t ｈｅ Ｃｕlt ｕrａｌ Ｔtiangleprogram of 1982

， ａrｃ
ｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌ ａｃtiｖities al Sigiriy ａ ｗ ｃrｅre

ｖiｖｅｄ ｏｎｃｅ ｍ ｏre by t ｈｅ Ｃｅｎtr ａｌ Ｃｕlt ｕral F ｕnd. Ｒ ｅsｅａrch
，

ｃｏｎs ｅｒｖａtｉｏｎ ａｎｄ ｍ ａｉｎtｅｎａｎｃｅ ａre the key ａｃtiｖities ｃｕ 汀ｅｎtly

ｕｎｄｅrｌａｋｅｎ ａＵ ｈｅ site.

ｌｎｔ●ｒｎａｔｌＯｎ ●Ｉ Ｃ Ｏｎｔ魯Ｃt ｓ

Ｒｅsear ｃｈｃｏｎｄｕct ｅｄｉｎａｎｄａrｏｕｎd

Sigiriy ａ rｅｖeal that its ｒｕlers had

rｅｌａtｉｏｎs ｗith di ｖｅrse R)reign

co ｕｎtries. Ｒｏｍａｎａｎｄｌｎｄｏ-Ｒｏｍ ａｎ

ｃｏｉｎs fbｕnd d ｕring e ｘｃａｖａtｉｏｎs

pr ｏｖide the p ｒincipal s ｕppo ｒting

eｖidencefbrthiss ｕｎｎｉsｅ.AIs ０，

ｅａｒthe ｗａrｅ ｕtｅｎsils belonging t ｏ

the Sass ａｎｉａｎ ｄyｎａsty (Ａ.Ｄ,222 －651) ｏｆ

ａｎｃｉｅｎt Persia ha ｖｅ ｂｅｅｎ ｆｋ)ｕnd.Pers ｉａｎ

ｉｎｎｌｅｎｃｅｉsplainlys ｅｅｎｉｎthelay ｏｕt.0fth ｅ
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Sigiriyａ Ｗａtｅr Ｇａrdens. Ａtｌｅａstthreeofthegr ａｍti

ｖerses ｍｅｎtｉｏｎ silk fiom China (ｖｅrsｅs219,221,and230).



Cit ｙ Ｐ ｌａ ｎ ｎｉｎ ｇ ａ ｎ ｄ

Ｌ ａ ｎ ｄ ＳＣ ａ ｐ ｉｎ ｇ

Ｔｈｅ sigiriy ａ ｃｉty ｐｌａｎ ｂｅａrs ａ

ｒｅｃtａｎｇｕlar s ｈ ａｐｅ ａｎｄ r ｕｎs

ｗ ｅst ｗ ａrds ａｎｄ ｅａst ｗ ａrds ｆｉｏｍ

ｌｈ ｅ ｍ ａｉｎ r ｏｃｋ.The h 咄hr

ａｍ ｐａrts ａｎ ｄ ｄｅｅｐ ｍ ｏａtsdefendiDg t

ｈｅ ｃｏｍ ｐｌｅχ di ｖideit int

ｏ t ｗo dist ｉｎｃt pr ｅｃｉｎｃts

Ｉｏｃａted t ｏ tｈｅ ｅａst ａｎｄ ｗ ｅst oft

ｈｅ ｃｅｎtral r ｏｃｋ. Ｔｈｅ ｈ ｍyt

ｅｒｒａｉｎ ｉｍ ｍ ｅｄｉａtely ａrｏｕnd t ｈｅ

ｃｅｎtral rock is filrlher Ｒ)ｒtinedby a high 

ｗaU and is the citadelof t

ｈｅ ｃｏｍ ｐｌｅｘ Ｔ ｈｅ ｐａｌａｃｅ

ｃｏｍ ｐｌｅχ is

-

ａｎ ｅｌｅｖａtion of 180 met ｅrs fiom the　　ll　 ‾a疸 ‘'

sｕｒrollnding plain (360 met ｅrs ａｂｏｖｅ ｍ ｅａｎ s ｅａ ｌｅｖel)

Ｔｈｅ Ｗ ｌtｅｒ Ｇ ａｒｄｅｎs, t ｈｅ ｍ ｏst st ｒiking fiat ｕｒe ofthe Sigi ｒiｙａ ｃｉtｙplajl

，ｏｃｃｕp ｙ t
ｈｅ ｃｅｎｌ

ｌａｌ ｐｏｒtｉｏｎ ｏｆ the ｗ ｅst ｅｒn pr ｅｃｉｎｃt. This

ｕnjq ｕｅ ｃrｅａtｊｏｎ sh{} ｗsf11 ｕｒdisthlct ｐａｒtｓ.ｌｎ Ｗ ａtｅr Ｇ ａｒｄｅｎ Ｎ ０. 1
，ther

ｅ ａｆｅ ｆｏｕr sy ｍ ｍ ｅtricall ｙ ａｒｒajlged lLI -shaped ponds
，

ｃｒｅａｌｉｎｇ ａｎ ｉsland in the middle. This is ｃｏｎsider ｅｄ ａ s ｐｅｃｉａｌ

ｆｅａtｕｒe 11) ｕ ｎｄ ｉｎ ａｎｃｉｅｎｌ ｇａ
ｌｄｅｎ ｄｅsigns and is t ｅr ｍ ｅｄ'

Ｃ ｈａrbagh ” ａｎｄ this s ｐｅｃｉｍ ｅｎ ｓｅｅｍs t ｏ ｂｅ tｈｅ ｍ ｏst ａｎｃｉｅｎt ｏｎｅ

ｅｘｌａｎt in the ｗ ｏrld t ｏｄａｙ, Ｂ ｅy ｏｎｄ thjs lies Ｗ ａｌｅr Ｇ ａrｄｅｎ Ｎ ０. 2
，

ｗhichisal ｓｏ ｃａｌｌｅｄthe Ｇ゙ ａｒｄｅｎ ｏｆＦｏｕｎｌａｉｎs Ｈ゙ ｅrｅ ｓmallpond ｓ
，f1)

ｕｎtａｊｎｓ ａｎｄ s ｅrl 】ｅｎtｊｎｅ stl でａｍs ｓｐｅｃｉａＨｙ ｃｏｎｓtｒｕｃted lb ｒ sk) ｗ

ｍ ｏｖｅｍ ｅｎt of ｗ ａtｅｒ, ｗill delight lhe ｖisit ｏｒ. Wllt ｅr Ｇ ａｒｄｅｎ Ｎ ０. 3
，per

ｃｈｅｄ ａt t ｈｅ ｈｉｇｈｅst le ｖel of this ｗ ａtｅr ｇａｌｄｃｎ s ｙsｌｅｍ
， is

ｍ ａｒkedly difnsr ｅｎt liom t ｈｅ ｏthers. Ｔｈｅ ａχｉａｌ ａｉｎ ｍ ｇｅｍ ｅｎt andlhesy

ｍ ｍ ｅｌｒicalla ｙｏｕtofga ｒｄｅｎst ｒｕｃtｕfesf1) ｕnd els ｅｗ ｈｅrｅ

iｎ the system is abs ｅｎt ｉｎ Ｇ ａｒｄｅｎ Ｎ ０. 3 ，ln tｈｅ ｎｏrth ofthis garden is

ａｎ ｏｃtａｇｏｎａｌ ｐｏｎｄ， ｗit ｈ ａｎ ' Ｌ'-shaped one di ｒｅｃtly opposit ｅ t ｈｅ

ｃｅｎtr ａｌ ａχis. Ｔｈｅ Ｍ ｉｎｉａtｕrｅ Ｗ ａtｅr Ｇ ａrｄｃｎ １０ｃａted t ｏ the e χtreme

ｗ ｅst ，０ｎ tｈｃ ｏther hand has ｂｅｅｎ ｌａｉｄ ｏｕt ａs ａｎ ｅｘtｅｎsｉｏｎ ａｎｄ ｉs ａ'

ｍｉｎｉａtｕri ｚed'｢ ｅｆｉｎｅｍ ｅｎtoft ｈｅｏthcrthr ｅｅｇａrdensyst ｃｍs･

Ｔｈｅ Ｂ ｏｕlder Ｇ ａtｄｅｎ, Ｉｏｃａted ｗithin the citadel, ｃｏｎtａｉｎ ｂｏｕlders ofpict

ｕr ｅsq ｕｅ ａｐｐｅａrａｎｃｅ that ａrｅ ｕｎｅｖｅｎｌy s ｃａttｅrｅｄ ａｒｏｕnd t ｈｅ

ｃｅｎtralr ｏｃｋ. Ｔ ｈｅr ｏｕtｅst ｏt ｈｅｐａｌａｃｅ ｏｎ ther ｏｃｋs ｕｍ ｍｉtａrelaido ｕtth

ｒｏｕgh the bo ｕlder ga ｒｄｃｎ ａs ｗinding path ｗ ａys that ａre p ｕｎｃtｕａtedby 

ｎａtｕral bo ｕlder ａrｃｈｅs. S ｕｍ ｍ ｉts of s ｅｖｃral rock bo ｕlders ha ｖｅ

ａｌso been fllshioned int ｏ thr ｏｎｅs ， cist ｅｍs ， ｅtｃ. ｎ)r rit ｕalisticp

ｕｒposes. Ａ ｍ ｏｎｇ the ｕniq ｕe filat ｕr ｅs of this gar ｄｅｎ ａｒe lhe'

Ａ ｕｄｉｅｎｃｅ Ｈ ａＨ' ｗhere a fi ｖｅ- ｍ ｅtｅr ｌｏｎｇ ｍ ａｉｎ th ｒｏｎｅ ａｎｄ ｏther lo ｗle

ｖel s ｅａts ａrｅ ｃａｒｖed o ｕt of the li ｖing ｒｏｃｋ
， ａｎｄ ｌｈｅ Ａs ａｎａ Ｃ ａｖｅ'

ｗher ｅ ａ s ｃａt is ca ｒｖｅｄ ｏｕt ins ｉｄｅ ａ ｎａtｕｒａＩ ｃａｖｅ.The high gr ｏｕｎｄ

ｉｍ ｍ ｅｄｉａtel ｙ ａrｏｕnd the base of t ｈｅ ｃｅｎtral rock is nlshioned int
ｏ ａs

ｅries ofr ｏｕghly ｃｏｎｃｅｎｌric t ｅrｒａｃｅs . This ａrｅａ ｉs ａt pr ｅs ｅｎt tｅr ｍ ｅd

as ｃｅｎtt ｏther ｏy ａｌｐａｌａｃｅ ｏｎther ｏｃｋs ｕ ｍ ｍｉtisthr ｏｕghagat ｅｗ ａy

ｗhich lies ｄｆａｍ ａtically bet ｗ ｅｅｎ the pa ｗs of a h ｕge ， ｃrｏｕched
，lionfig

ｕr ｅｏｎ this t ｅrr ａｃｅ.

The Sigi ｒiy ａ r ｏｃｋ's ｕ ｍ ｍｉt is 1.5 hect ａres in e ｘtｅｎt. Ｔｈｅ r ｏy ａｌ

ｐａｌａｃｅ ｏｎ ｌｈｅ rock lies t ｏｗ ａrds the ｗest, ｗhile t ｈｅ ｐａｌａｃｅ ｇａrｄｅｎ

ｃｏｎsisting of a lar ｇｅ ａｒtificial pool and other gardcn fbat ｕr ｅs ａrｅ

１０ｃａted t ｏ tｈｅ ｅａst

Ｐａｉｎt ｉｎｇｓ

Ｔｈｅre is ｅｖｉｄｅｎｃｅ that the ｗh01e ofthe ｗｅstｅｍ ａｎｄ ｎｏｒtｈｃｎ rockfllces 

ｗer ｅ ｏriginaHy plast ｅrｅｄ ａｎｄ ｐａｉｎted. Ｔｈｅ ｗｏrld-ｒｅｎｏｗｎｅｄ

ｐａｉｎtings of Sigiri ｙａ ｗhich date fi･ ｏｍ the 5t ｈ ｃｅｎtｕry Ａ.Ｄ. ａrｅ ａs

ｕpｒｅｍｅ ｅｘpr ｅssion of Sr ｉ Ｌａｎｋａｎ ａｒt ａt its height. Ｔｏｄａy thepaintings 

ａrｅ red ｕｃｅｄ tｏ ｏｎｌy 19 狗male fig ｕres
， bｕt the Sigiriyag

ｒａｍti ｖｅrsｅs rｅｖｅａｌ ａ stａｒtling fact ａｂｏｕt their ｏｒiginal n ｕｍｂｅr.

Ａｃｃｏrding t ｏ thes ｅ, theｒｅ ｗｅrｅ ａs ｍ ａｎy ａs 500 damsels gr ａｃｉｎｇ the

ｗhole ofthe plast ｅred rｏｃｋ-fllce ln th ｅ

９ 喩『　　　 ……冷 七 生ふ=頭 が=ゼ肖Jら:=:………:･:li;･.=:4:paintingi 

ｗhich ’ha ｖｅ ‾i
＆

ｖiｖ
＆l i･da

ｚｚle all ｗho see t ｈｅｍ
， the dams ｅld

arｅ ｐｏｒtrａyed in pairs ｏr singly･　　
上]=IHist

ｏrｉａｎs ａs ｗｄ ａs ａrchae010gistsｿ

ｗho ha ｖe st ｕdied thes ｅ ａｎｃｉｅｎt で

ｍａsteｒｐｉｅｃｅs ｃｏｍ ｅ ｕp ｗitb ｖａriedlintel

‘pr ｅtａtｉｏｎs. Ａｃｃｏrding t ｏ Ｈ.Ｃ.P ｙBell,the

paintings depictthe ｗｏｍｅｎ ｏｆく

Ｋ ａsyapals har ｅｍ ， ｏｎ their ｗａy to l

ｗｏrship the Pind ｕｒａｎｇａｌａ Ｂｕddhistshr

ｉｎｅ,ｃｌｏse by Ｔｈｅ ｅｍｉｎｅｎt sch01ar ＼

二 水二 行 χ ソ｡Ij吟｡,:,11111?11h l･ :

A ｎａｎｄａ Ｃｏｏｍ ａrａsｗａｍy t ａｋｅs the ｖieｗ that theng

ｕrｅs depict fbmale deities ｏr aps ａrａs，

Ｔｈｅ ｖieｗs of Pr ｏs. Par ａｎａｖitａｎａ ｏｎ the paintings

ａrｅ ｂａsed on classical lit ｅrａry tradit ｉｏｎs.

Ａｃｃｏrding to his t ｈｅｏry, tｈｅ ｇｏｌｄｅｎ ｏr ochr ｅ tintedfig

ｕrｅs depict lightning ， (肖j ｕkｕｍａｒi) ｗhile thedark tint

ｅｄ ｏｎｅs depict th ｕｎｄｅr (meghalat ａ).

Apart 丘ｏｍ the paintings in the fy ｅsｃｏ ｐｏｃｋｅt，t

ｒａｃｅs ofpaintings ｃａｎ ｂｅ sｅｅｎ ｉｎ the ca ｖｅs oft ｈｅ

Ｂｏｕlder Ｇａrｄｅｎ. Ｔｈｅ rｅｍｎａｎts ofpaintings in the

’Ａs ａｎａ Ｃ ａｖｅ’， ’Ｃ ｏｂr ａ－ｈｏｏｄ Ｃ ａｖｅ’ ａｎｄ

゛Der ａｎｉyａｇａｌａ Ｃａｖｅ’ ａre e ｘａｍｐｌｅs. Ｔｅrrａｃｏttang

ｕrｉｎｅs of aps ａrａs （goddesses ）similar t ｏ theng

ｕresinthepaintingha ｖｅb ｅｅｎ



u ｎｅａrthed in e χｃａｖａtｉｏｎs ａt t ｈｅ ａｎｃｉｅｎt path ｗａys t ｏ the r ｏｃｋs

ｕ ｍ ｍ ｉt. Ａ ｃｃｏrding to Pr ｏｆｌ Ｓｅｎａｋｅ Ｂ ａｎｄａrａｎａy ａｋｅ ｗ ｈｏ ｈｅａｄｅｄ

ａ ｍ 耐 ｏr ａrchaeological project in Sigi ｒiy ａ， thes ｅ ｅｘq ｕisitefig

ｕrｉｎｅs ｍ ａyha ｖｅｂｅｅｎs ｏｕｖｅｎｉrssoldt ｏｖisit ｏrsinthepast.

Ｔ ｈ ｅ Ｍ ｉｒｒＯｒ ＶＶａｌｌ ａｎｄ Ｇ ｒaffiti

The Mirr ｏr Wall is ａｕniq ｕｅ ｅｌｅｍｅｎt of gr ｅａt import ａｎｃｅ ｉｎ thest

ｕdy ofthe liter ａtｕre ofthe period. Visit ｏrs, ｗh ｏ

cａｍ ｅ tｏ ｖie ｗ Sigiriy ａ ｆｉｏｍ the 7th cent ｕry tｏ the 19th cent ｕｒｙ

Ａ.Ｄ. ，ha ｖe left their impr ｅssｉｏｎs rｅｃｏrｄｅｄ ｏｎ the Mirr ｏr Wa11.Widely 

ｋｎｏｗｎ ａs the gnlmti ｖｅrses of Sigi ｒiyａ， these litｅrａｒy

ｃｏｍ ｐｏsitｉｏｎs dat ｅ １１０ｍ the 71h － 13t ｈ ｃｅｎtｕries Ａ.Ｄ.Thes ｅsc

ｒibbled ｖｅrsｅs ｏｎ the Mirr ｏr Ｗ ａｌｌ ａrｅ ｗrittｅｎ ｉｎ ｐrais ｅ ｏｆ thebea

ｕt111Jl paintings ａｎｄ the sｕrrｏｕｎｄｉｎｇ ｅｎｖirｏｎｍ ｅｎt. The ｖerses

ａreadditionally ｏｆ ｍｕch int ｅrｅst， tｈｆｏｗing light ａs they d0 ， ０ｎthe

sｏｃｉｏｅｃｏｎｏｍｉｃ ｃｏｎtｅχt of the t ｉｍ ｅ. Pr ｏ£Sener ａtPar

ａｎａｖitａｎａ ｗho is ｗidely r ｅｇａrded as the fbr ｅｍ ｏst ａｕtho ｒity

ｏｎ the s ｕbject, has read ， intｅｒpreted and p ｕblished 685 0fthes ｅ

ｖｅrsｅs in tｗ ｏ ｖol ｕｍｅs, inhis ｍ ｏｎｕｍｅｎtal ｗｏrk,Sigi ｒi Grａｍti.

Ｓ

Hlｓtｏrｙ ａｎｄ Ｄ●ｖ●ｌｏｐｍｅｎt

Ｌ 三 三 三 回 ヨ ヨ ヨ

三 壬 捗 お 器 忿 言 な 謡 謡

Thereiss ｕ伍 ｃｉｅｎt ａrｃｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌ ｅｖidence to pr ｏｖｅ that the hist ｏry ofSigiriy

ａ ｇｏｅs back to pr ｅ-histｏｒic tｉｍｅs. Aligala ，ａ s ｍ ａｌｌｅr rｏｃｋ

ｏｕtcrop t ｏ tｈｅ ｅａst of Sigi ｒiyａ, has ａ ｃａｖｅ that has ｂｅｅｎ ｕsed by pr ｅ-hist

ｏrｉｃ ｍ ａｎ, ｎｅａrly 5,500y ｅａrs Ｂ.P.ln the s ａｍｅ site eχｃａｖａtｉｏｎs ha ｖebr

ｏｕghtt011ght ｗhatr ｅｍ ａｉｎsofpr ｅ-histｏｒich ｕｍ ａｎsｅttｌｅｍ ｅｎtsdatingbackt

ｏthelOth －9tｈｃｅｎtｕries Ｂ.Ｃ.

S ｕbs ｅqｕｅｎt 10 this ａrchaeoIogical int ｅｒｅst is ｃｅｎtｅｒｅｄ ｏｎ ｃａｖｅs ａrｏｕndSigiriy

ａ rｏｃｋ ｗhich ｗｅre bｕilt ｕp as ｃａｖｅ shelt ｅrs fiom the 3r ｄ ｃｅｎtｕry

Ｂ.Ｃ. Ｔｈｅsｅ ｃａｖｅ-shelt ｅrs ｗith d ｒip-ledges ｗｅrｅ ｕsed by ｍ ｏｎｋs ａt tｈｅ

ｅａrly Ｂｕddhistpe ｒiodandt ｈｅＢrａｃｈｍｉrockins ｃｒiptｉｏｎsth ｒｏｗlight ｏｎ

Ｂｕddhist ｒeligio ｕs ａｃtiｖities of the period. Ｈｏｗe ｖｅr
， inter ｅst inSigiriy

ａ tｏｄａy is fbc ｕsｅｄ ｏｎ tｈｅ ｃｏｎstｒｕｃtｉｏｎａｌ ａｃtiｖities ｏｆ Ｋｉｎｇ

Ｋａsｙapal( Ａ.Ｄ. 477 
－ 495) ，Ｋａsy ａｐａ ｗａs ａ sｏｎ ｏｆ Ｋｉｎｇ Ｄｈａtｕsｅｎａ(

Ａ.Ｄ.459 －477)by ａｌｅssｅrq ｕｅｅｎ:ｈｅｎｃｅｈｉsｒightt ｏthet ｈＩｏｎｅｌｖａsｎｏt

ａstrｏｎｇｏｎｅ.Ａss ｕming the kingship by ａ ｐａｌａｃｅ ｃｏｎspir ａｃy, ｗhichledt

ｏ the eｘec ｕtion ofhis

fllthe ｒ, Ｋ ａsｙａｐａ ｃｈｏsc to make Sigi ｒiya his s ｅａｌ ｏｆ ａｄｍ ｉｎｉstr ａtｉｏｎ

ａｎｄ reigned 11)r 1 8 y ｅａrs. Ａ ｃｃｏrding t ｏ tｈｅ ｅｍ ｉｎｅｎt ａrｃｈａｅ０１０ｇｉst

Ｐrof. Ｓｅｎｅrａt Par ａｎａｖit ａｎａ, Sigiriy ａ rｄ ｅｃts the s ｅｎs ｕｏｕs ｎｅss ｏｆ ａ

ｐｌｅａsｕr ｅ-Io ｖing king
， ｗ

ｈｏ ｍ ｏｄｅｌｅｄ the city ｏｎ t ｈｅ ｍyt ｈｉｃａｌ

Ａ ｌａｋａｍ ａｎｄａ ｏｆthe god K ｕｖｅrａ. This capital city ｗ ａs sho
ｒt-li ｖｅｄ

ａｎｄ ｅｎｄｅｄ ａｂｒｕptly, ｗ ｈｅｎ Ｍ ｕｇａｌａｎ, the right 血l hei ｒ tｏ the thr ｏｎｅ

ａｎｄ Ｋ ａsy ａｐａ's half br ｏther ， sｕｃｃｅｅｄｅｄ ｈｉｍ. Ｍ ｕｇａｌａｎ.hol
￥ｅｖｅropted not

tｏ ｒｕle liom Sigiriy ａ ａｎｄ ｈｅ ｃｏｎｖｅrted it ａｇａｉｎ ｉｎtｏ ａ

Ｂｕddhist ｍ ｏｎａst ｅr. This s ｅｃｏｎｄ ｐｈａsｅ ｏt tｈｅ Ｂ ｕddhist ｍ ｏｎａst ｅry

ａｐｐｅａｒsIoha ｖｅｌａsted ｕpt ｏthe12th131hcent ｕｎ ｅs Ａ. Ｄ. Ａ ｎ ｅｒthispe

ｒiod ，Sigiriy ａ ｗ ａs ｃｏｍ ｐｌｅtely ａｂａｎｄｏｎｅｄ ａｎｄ ｗ ａs s ｗ ａＨｏｗed

ｕp by thes ｕｒrｏｕnding j ｕngle ， 11)ｒgot ｌｅｎ ａｎｄ q ｕit ｅ ａｌｏｎｅ ｉｎ ｉtsglo

ｒy･

ln 1894 H. Ｃ. Ｐ. Ｂ ｅｎ ， ｗho ｗ ａs the first Ｃ ｏｍ ｍ ｉss ｉｏｎｅr ｏｆ

Ａr ｃｈａｃｏｌｏｇｙｊ ｎｉtiatｅｄ ａrｃｈａｅｏｌｏｇｉｃａｌ rｅsｅａrｃｈ ａt Sigiriy ａ. ln thedecadc n･om 1930-40, this

r ｅsｅａrch ｗ ａs ｃａｒried filther, ｕｎｄｅrtheg

ｕｉｄａｎｃｅ ｏｆ Ｐr ｏ£Par ａｎａｖit ａｎａ. Ａs Ｐａｒt of t ｈｅ Ｃｕlt ｕrａ１ Ｔｒiangleprogram of 1982

， ａrｃ
ｈａｅ０１０ｇｉｃａｌ ａｃtiｖities al Sigiriy ａ ｗ ｅrｅr

ｃｖiｖｅｄ ｏｎｃｅ ｍ ｏre by t ｈｅ Ｃ ｅｎtr ａｌ Ｃｕlt ｕra1 F ｕnd. Ｒ ｅsｅａrch ，

ｃｏｎs ｃｒｖａtｉｏｎ ａｎｄ ｍ ａｉｎtｅｎａｎｃｅ ａrｅ the key acti ｖities ｃｕrr ｅｎtly

ｕｎｄｅrtａｋｅｎ ａt the site.

lnt ●rｎａtｌｏｎａｌ ＣｏｎtａＣtＳ

Ｒｅsｅａrｃｈｃｏｎｄｕctｅｄｉｎａｎｄａrｏｕｎd

Sigiｒiyａ reｖｅａｌ that its ｒｕleｒs had

relatｉｏｎs ｗith di ｖerse fk)rｅｉｇｎ

ｃｏｕｎtries. Ｒｏｍａｎａｎｄｌｎｄｏ-Ｒｏｍ ａｎ

ｃｏｉｎs Ｒ)ｕnd d ｕｎｎｇ ｅｘｃａｖａtｉｏｎs

pr ｏｖide thc principal s ｕppo ｒting

eｖｉｄｅｎｃｅ ｆｏrthis s ｕrmis ｅ.AIs ０，

ｅａrthe ｗａrｅ ｕtｅｎsils belonging t ｏ

the Sass ａｎｉａｎ ｄyｎａsty (Ａ.Ｄ,222 －651) ｏｆ

ａｎｃｉｅｎt Persia ha ｖｅ ｂｅｅｎ ｆｂｕnd. Persian

infilence is plainly s ｅｅｎ ｉｎ the lay ｏｕt. ofth ｅ

Sigiriy ａ Ｗａtｅr Ｇａrｄｅｎs. Ａt ｌｅａst thrｅｅ ｏｆthe gr ａｍti

ｖｅrsｅs ｍｅｎtｉｏｎ silk 丘ｏｍ Ｃｈｉｎａ(ｖｅrsｅs219,221,and230).
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